GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 2026
Student Content Protection, Transparency, and Protection Act – Obscenity Law Amendment (Final)
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
   1  SECTION 1. Amendment to G.S. 14-190.1.
   2  The defenses provided in this statute shall not apply when an institution serving minors knowingly provides material to a minor that meets the statutory definition of obscene material.
   3  SECTION 2. Applicability.
   4  Institution serving minors includes schools, libraries, universities operating youth programs, nonprofits, and businesses providing services to minors.
   5  SECTION 3. Criminal Liability Standard.
   6 A violation occurs only when a person knowingly provides material that meets the existing statutory definition of obscene material to a minor. 
   7  SECTION 4. Legislative Clarification.
   8 The purpose of this section is to ensure that institutions serving minors comply with existing laws protecting minors from obscene material as already defined in § 14-190.1.  Obscene literature and exhibitions and NC Gen Stat § 14-190.13 Definitions for certain offenses concerning minors.
   9 This section shall not restrict adult access to lawful materials.
 10 SECTION 5. Safe Harbor for Educators. No educator, administrator, or school employee shall be subject to criminal liability under G.S. 14-190.1 or this act for providing instructional or library materials to a minor if all of the following conditions are met: (1) The material is part of a curriculum or library collection that has been reviewed and approved through the local school administrative unit’s established material evaluation process consistent with the North Carolina Standard Course of Study and the Parents’ Bill of Rights (G.S. 115C-76.25 et seq.); (2) The educator or employee reasonably and in good faith believes that the material does not meet the statutory definition of obscene material under G.S. 14-190.1; and (3) The material is provided in the course of bona fide educational instruction and is accompanied by appropriate instructional context when required by district policy.
11 This section shall not apply if the material is knowingly provided despite clear and objective indicators that it constitutes obscenity under existing law. 
 12 SECTION 6. Effective Date.
 13 This act becomes effective 3 months following enactment.
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